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This application requests funding which will allow for travel and maintenance for the next 12 months as I consolidate a research profile. I have recently completed my PhD and will be spending the next year developing a publishing record in order to put myself in a strong position for future ARC applications. To date I have had five articles published out of my PhD research in refereed journals:

· “A Mundane Voice” Cultural Studies Special Double Issue on Everyday Life (May 2004)

· “Toolbox for Electric Fences” Cultural Studies Review (March 2004)

· “Five Bonds T-Shirts From K-Mart: Intervening Against Indifference” Antithesis Vol 14 (2004)

· “A Neglected History: Richard Hoggart’s Discourse of Empathy” Rethinking History: The Journal of Theory and Practice Vol 7, 3, 2003

· “Remnants of Humanism” Continuum Vol 16, 3, 2002

I am currently finalising a book proposal arising from this research with the working title Scholarly Affect: Voices of Intervention in Cultural Studies.


I have two more articles planned for publication under the thesis rubric. One is a comparison of the work of cultural studies pioneer Richard Hoggart with that of Australian media theorist and staunch advocate of Hoggart’s legacy, John Hartley. I draw distinctions between the politics espoused by both figures through an analysis of their relevance to the developing reality television genre. I plan to submit this paper to the International Journal of Cultural Studies. 

A second article, anticipated for publication in the journal Communication and Critical/Cultural Studies, will be a summary of the argument made in my PhD. The paper substantiates my claim that cultural studies has been characterized by its reformulation of academic conventions to include an affective and mobilizing form of address in scholarly discourse. I am presenting a version of this paper at the International Crossroads in Cultural Studies conference in Illinois next month where I have arranged to meet US academics working in related areas to discuss the potential for future research collaboration.  


Several papers currently in progress link the focus of my established research area to interests I wish to explore throughout the remainder of my fellowship. The first paper questions the dominant theorising position in critical theory which implies an inherent radicality both to the politics and the uses of new media. I propose that the assumption of technological mastery underpinning these debates imposes a class based hierarchy of knowledge similar to the formative conditions of cultural studies’ earliest interventions, calling for renewed attention to the unnamed biases securing epistemological authority. This paper will be submitted to the journal of Television and New Media.

An alternative version of this paper, to be delivered at the Newcastle conference listed below, relates the preferred hermeneutics of new media theorists to cycles of fashion and political performance evident in inner-city ‘scenes’. This chapter-length article attempts to update Meaghan Morris’s influential essay ‘Politics Now’ to the circumstances of  a new historical conjuncture and will be submitted to the edited anthology, Deleuze and the Social.  


Related to this project will be a third paper which offers an account of the overwhelmingly mundane uses of new media technologies encouraged by the bureaucratic environment evident in neoliberal economies. This paper, which will be delivered at the Cultural Studies Association of Australasia annual conference, explicitly responds to a call for papers by fellow editorial board members of the new Fibreculture peer-reviewed journal. It seeks to mark out the existence of an emerging class of workers whose experience falls short of the utopian rhetorics espoused by new media technologies’ commercial promoters as well as cultural critics. 

In the future I plan to expand my interest in the discourses surrounding new media to incorporate a study of the marketing techniques and attendant ideologies used by hardware and software companies, possibly in conjunction with a project on mobile phone technology currently conducted by another research fellow in the CCCS. 
The nature of my proposed research extends somewhat further than the specialization of my earlier work and in the next 12 months I will need to focus on accumulating a knowledge base to participate confidently in these debates. I intend to do this in a number of ways.
1. Attending conferences to present my work. The terrain for new media research changes rapidly. Conference attendance is an important means to keep abreast of relevant debates and developments that will not be published for some years. As an invited speaker at the Critical Animals conference in Newcastle in September I will be spearheading a panel of early career researchers discussing contemporary trends in new media theory. This conference is part of a wider festival which is the leading meeting point for new media artists and critics nationwide, and will be an important event for me to test and refine the arguments posited in the articles mentioned. Facilitating a panel at the annual Cultural Studies Association of Australasia Conference (an association for which I am an executive member) will also be an important step towards consolidating the significance of contemporary new media debates to the history of cultural studies’ political investments. This panel will feature an international colleague from a leading new media research centre in the UK—the INCITE Centre at the University of Surrey—and two other researchers from Brisbane and Sydney, adding momentum to this new area of research my work tries to establish.   

2. Attending conferences for their research opportunities. It is also worth noting that the emerging issues in new media theory are often defined in conference situations and in this sense attendance is an important means to gather the information necessary to provide an accurate representation of the state of the field. The critical mass enabled by the Newcastle and Perth meetings will make it possible for me to conduct interviews, test assumptions and take part in formative debates in the areas of new media and cultural studies, adding to the development and quality of my research. 
3. Working on a new media research weblog. Hosted at RMIT as part of a national network of new media researchers, the blog will enable me to develop practical skills and accumulate ethnographic experience of contemporary internet discourse. This is a particularly important exercise in establishing credibility in the field of new media due to the emphasis practitioners place on its participatory ethic. Given the comparatively informal nature of blogging, and its ambiguity in terms of quantifiable research outcomes, this is an activity I will engage with mostly outside of work hours. However, I will be using the blog primarily so that interstate and overseas collaborators may keep track of my research, which adds to the justifications outlined below for the funds for a laptop capable of supporting blogging software. 
My other key research interest for the next twelve months is a project examining subcultural images of nationhood, starting with the patriotic performances endorsed by the Australian Football League (AFL). This work will be part of an ongoing study into forms of regional affiliation which override the unifying promise of politically contested concepts like nationalism even while they promote tacit understandings of what is meant by ‘the nation’. This interest relates to what is emerging as the driving force of my research agenda: investigating the class subjectivities encouraged by globalization. I will suggest these subjectivities are both a result of, and exacerbated by, the forms of community made possible by both new and old media. However, this project is in early stages of formation; the next 12 month period will be spent working on the details of its potential implementation. 

The AFL project is a first test case for this wider study. The paper I will be presenting in Melbourne outlines the complexity of the nationalism promoted by the AFL, which on the one hand offers a celebratory and optimistic patriotic function while at the same time masking a quite conservative nationalist ideology—particularly in its selective interpretation of the relationships desired with Indigenous Australians. I have requested funding to attend and photo-document the Indigenous Game in Sydney to illustrate my presentation. The published version I will submit to Interventions: International Journal of Postcolonial Studies. (Should this project prove viable I would like to extend its aims to interview coaches and AFL administrators involved in establishing the memorial games which are the focus of this paper. However, it is proving difficult to correspond with the hierarchy involved in running such a large corporation as the AFL—precisely why I find this institution sorely in need of critical cultural analysis).  

Due to the amount of travel proposed in this application (I have omitted other proposed conference trips for which my attendance is yet to be confirmed) and the number of relevant activities I will be engaged in outside of the office I have requested funding for a laptop computer to provide support for this research. A laptop will also be an essential aid for delivering the lectures which form part of my teaching duties next semester, and for including relevant visual material in conference presentations later in the year. 
	Budget
	Amount Requested
	

	Indigenous Game, Telstra Stadium, Sydney, Aug 21

· Return airfare with Virgin Blue quoted 30/5/04

· 1 x Adult Ticket, General Admission
Total
	$190

$22

	$212

	Critical Animals Conference @ This is Not Art Festival, Newcastle, Sep 30-Oct 3

· Return airfare with Jetstar quoted 28/5/04 

· Accommodation for 4 days (4 x $61)
Total
	$130

$244


	$374

	Dialogue Across Cultures Conference, Melbourne, Nov 12-14

· Return airfare with Qantas quoted 28/5/04

· Accommodation for 3 days (3 x $130) 

Total
	$230

$390

	$620

	Cultural Studies Association of Australasia Conference, Perth / Fremantle, Dec 9-11

· Return airfare with Virgin Blue quoted 28/5/04

· Accommodation for 3 days (3 x $96)

· Conference Registration (priced on 2003 rate)

Total
	$550

$288

$300
	$1138

	Laptop Computer

· Quoted 31/4/04, NextByte Brisbane

Total
	$2653
	$2653

	Computer software and maintenance

Total
	$500
	$500

	Digital camera

· Quoted 31/5/04, Digital Camera Discounts
Total
	$500
	$500

	GRAND TOTAL
	
	$5997
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