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Dear All,

Thank you for agreeing to participate in the Expert Seminar on Precarious Labour in the E-Society. This seminar is being supported by ESRC as part of the E-Society programme. The inclusion of ‘E-Society’ in the title is a signal to the funders rather than a helpful description; basically, we want you to refer to work in the creative/cultural sector. The recent upsurge of debates about ‘precarious’, ‘risk’, or ‘flexible’ working makes this an exciting time to discuss these issues

The project funding builds upon the excitement and interest (for us at least) arising from our ESRC funded project on new media work (web site design, film special effects, and computer games), as well as other work that we have separately done on new media, advertising, music, radio, film and television. What we want to do in this expert seminar is to engage with the range of debates about ‘precarious labour’ and the empirical evidence in a number of emerging industries/ labour markets. We hope that this will spark some useful interdisciplinary and cross national debate. We also wanted to use this opportunity to get you all in one room and to share your insights with one another.

The seminar will take place at LSE on Wednesday March 14th 2007. Christina Scharff, our seminar assistant, will be liaising you about details about location, travel and accommodation (where necessary) in due course. In brief – as Ros has already confirmed  with you individually – our funding will cover economy flights or there equivalent and up to two nights local hotel accommodation (where necessary). We’d like you to go ahead and organise your flights as soon as possible, and we will arrange the hotel.

We now want to let you know what we are planning for the day. We have all been ‘seminar-ed out’ of late, so we’d like to try something a little bit different. We would like to place a premium on discussion and debate; so, we have one rule: no prepared, set piece, presentations! We’d like everyone participating to plan to speak for 10-15 minutes on the themes, issues, challenges, and dilemmas that emerge for you from work  in the research field. This, we hope, will be a stimulus for discussion. We will organise the day around themes that emerge from the collective interests of the group. In addition, we will plan a nice meal in the evening, and, we hope to have a special theatre group do a short play on precious labour for us.

To maximise productive discussion on the day we need you to provide us with one recent paper that you have written that will help to familiarise other participants with your work, approach and concerns. These papers will be made available as soon as possible via a download site (to save your mailboxes).

Additionally, we have been in initial discussions with Theory, Culture and Society about the possibility of a special issue devoted to the topic; we have also raised the possibility of post-publication of a book of the special issue. They seem to be very keen. So, we would like you to send us an abstract for a prospective paper on the topic of your work in this area that we can use to compose a formal proposal to TCS. Clearly, we will anticipate that the precise plan for your paper will be shaped by the discussion on the day.

So, please respond to Christina (c.m.scharff@lse.ac.uk) with the following pieces of information by February 15th at the latest:

1. Details of your flight plans

2. Number of hotel nights required (and dates)

3. Abstract (100 words) of a prospective paper for a TCS special issue

4. A copy of a recent paper that will contextualise your work for other participants.

Agreed participants (in no particular order):
Andrew Ross

Susan Christopherson

Dave Hesmondhalgh

Melissa Gregg

Elizabeth Mayerhofer

Ned Rossiter

Annette Henninger

Brett Neilson

Adam Arvidsson

Dianne Perrons

Keith Randle

Andy Pratt

Ros Gill

Angela McRobbie

Kate Oakley

Katie Milestone

Paul Thompson

Volker Spelthann

Best regards, and looking forward to seeing you all on March 14th.

Ros Gill and Andy Pratt

r.c.gill@lse.ac.uk
a.c.pratt@lse.ac.uk
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